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From Pastor Jenna Pulkowski
Pastor’s Pen

April 2023

Worship & Music 
Lent & Holy Week Schedules
Palm Sunday - April 2
	 8:30 am Traditional, 
	   10:45 am Contemporary 
	     Worship, both with Passion Reading

Maundy Thursday - April 6
	 7:00 pm - Worship with Communion 

Good Friday - April 7
	 7:00 pm - Worship with Prayer 
	     Around the Cross

Easter Sunday - April 9 
	 8:30 am Traditional, 
	   10:45 am Contemporary 
	      Worship, both with Communion.  
	      Easter Breakfast serving from 8: - 10:30
	      and Easter Egg Hunt 10: - 10:30 AM.

From our Lenten devotion 
“Unfinished”, by Rev. Dr. Charlene 
Rachuy Cox Reflecting on 
Matthew 28:1-10

There are many roads in this life. 
Some are actual roads that take us 
from “point A to point B.” Others are metaphorical, 
roads that we travel in our hearts. Many of the roads 
we travel, we never think of again, but some roads are 
so defining that they become drawn across our story 
with indelible ink.

What are some of your defining roads?

What about the road that you traveled to the first day 
of school, or the road that you took as you moved from 
one community to the next, moving with your family, 
or to college, or for a new job?

Or what about the road that you traveled toward 
a significant relationship or the road away from a 
relationship? And what about the road home, how 
would you describe that road?

In the story of Jesus, much of his life was lived on the 
road. He was born on the road, away from home, in his 
ancestral town of Bethlehem. When he was very small, 
he traveled the immigrant road with his family, fleeing 
a tyrant who wanted him dead.

When he was 12, he journeyed with his family to 
Jerusalem, and there was a frantic search for him on 
the road home. And the whole of his ministry life 
was spent on the road, traveling from place to place – 
teaching, healing the sick, casting out demons, giving 
sight to the blind, raising the dead.

His was a life on the road.

Easter Breakfast:  
Breakfast will be served on Easter morning, 
downstairs in the dining hall, from 8 to 10:30 AM.  
Tickets are on sale  Cost:  $5 (3yr – 12yr); $8 (13 
yr and older).  Children under 3 eat free.  

Ticket proceeds and any free-will donations all 
go to support the Youth Ministry at St. Andrew.  
Tickets will also be available on Easter, but the 
pre-sale helps us with head count for food quantity.  
Donations of fruit, fruit salad or pastries would be 
greatly appreciated.  (nut free, please)  You may 
also contact the church office during office hours 
for tickets.
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STEWARDSHIP - 
GOD’S WORK 
OUR HANDS AND HEARTS
RETURN TO LORD YOUR GOD

2023 Flowers for the 
Alter & Eternal Candle
Our 2023 flower 
calendar has 
arrived, and is 
posted outside 
my office. Flow-
ers are $20 per 
Sunday, and the 
eternal candle is 
$20 and for the 
whole month. 
Please contact 
Anita if you have 
any questions 
regarding the altar 
flowers.     

Let’s continue 
to beautify and light our church 
with memories, remembrances and 
honors!!

Our Lenten journey theme was “Unfinished: Discover-
ing God’s Call in the Not Yet”.  Through worship and 
our personal devotions we were reminded that being 
followers of Christ and God’s named children, we 
most often just live in the now and don’t think about 
the but-not-yet.  Jesus came to redeem us all and to 
restore us to a right relationship with God, but we are 
not yet in that  promised future.  

Pastor Jenna asked each of us to wonder what God’s 
call for us is.  We pray that you have been strength-
ened for the holy lives God has already called you to 
live.  Even if we are nameless and unknown (as the 
woman at the well), each of us can serve as an ex-
ample of discipleship by living our lives as Jesus has 
taught us.   No one is off limits to God’s good news. 
We can all be these disciples, silently by the way we 
live our lives or more out loud if that is our nature. 
That promised future will be ours! 

As we now move beyond our Lenten journey and cel-
ebrate Jesus’ resurrection, let us each consider how we 
can be of help to others and be an ACTIVE PARTICI-
PANT in the life of St. Andrew!

I leave you with this prayer today from “Lincoln’s 
Devotional”

“Think what Spirit dwells within thee; 
Think what Father’s smiles are thine; 
Think that Jesus died to win thee; 
Child of heaven, canst thou repine? “

Lyn H and the Stewardship team

COOL Plant Sale: 
The annual COOL Plant Sale is upon us! If you would 
like to stock your gardens with gorgeous and great 
quality plants, we hope you will consider doing so 
through the COOL Plant Sale. All proceeds benefit 
the COOL Food Pantry. Order forms can be found in 
the March Encounter and at church on the Informa-
tion Table in the narthex. Please note that you MUST 
pick up your plants on the pickup date--the sale does 
not have delivery options. We ask that you make the 
appropriate arrangements.
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Thank You for Your Offering!
We continue to have 4 ways to ensure your Giving 
reaches the church.
 
1)	“Drop-Off” - During church office hours. 
			   (M-Th, 10-3) 
2)	Mailing it to the church
 
3)	On-Line, for recurring and one-time offerings. Go 

to standrewmundelein.com/donations to access the 
online giving portal.

4)	In Worship

Pastor’s Pen - continued from page one

“Do everything for the 
glory of God.” 

1 Corinthians 10:31
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PARISH LIFE
“For where two 
or three are gathered 
in my name, there am 
I with you”....Mat-
thew 18:20

Thank you to all 
who attended our 
Lenten Soup suppers 
to share great food, 
have good conversa-
tions and some time of fellowship before our Midweek 
services. 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who helped with 
providing food, helped to set up and clean up - it was 
GREAT to see our Confirmation kids participate and 
help!

We will continue our fellowship time between ser-
vices.  Thank you to all who have provided treats for 
sharing during this time. The sign up sheet will be on 
the treat table in the narthex. 

Does anyone have any fun fellowship 
ideas for the coming months?  Let Pas-
tor Jenna or Anita in the church office 
know and they will put you in touch 
with those on the Parish Life/Service 
Team.  Maybe we can get some good 
fun times going! 

But at the beginning of the Easter story, it is not Jesus 
who is on the road: it is the ever-faithful women. 
They have traveled with him throughout his ministry, 
tending to his needs, serving him, following him along 
the various roads he traveled.

They followed down the road to Jerusalem, and 
they walked the road with him during the last week 
of his life, a road from which most of his followers 
eventually fled. Then, on the first day of the week, they 
walked the road to the grave, the road of grief, the road 
of sorrow, the road of despair.

As they walked this road, they did not know that the 
grave would not be what they expected it to be. For 
the first time in forever, the grave had been forever 
changed.

For the first time in forever, one who once was dead, 
lives to die no more. As if that was not good news 
enough, the messenger from God then told them, Jesus 
is going ahead of you, and you will see him.

Jesus is going ahead of you.

That same promise is for you. On 
whatever road you find yourself, 
Jesus is going ahead of you. As you 
travel the everyday road of your daily 
routine, Jesus is going ahead of you.

Whether you travel the road of joy or 
sorrow, hope or despair, anxiety or 
contentment, fear or certainty, Jesus is 

going ahead of you, and that makes all the difference 
in the world.

May this promise grant you strength for today’s road, 
courage to keep going when the burdens are heavy and 
your footsteps are slow, and assurance that whatever 
roads you travel, you never walk alone.

Lyn Hayes
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Church 
   Council 
     - 2023

 

Leslie Parriott	 {President}
Molly Dir	 {Vice President}
Anastasia Carmona	 {Secretary}
Donn Hamm	 {Treasurer}
Heidi Emso
Krissy Grace
Tia Kowalewski
Nancy Milne
Steve Payne

And their response...
        “I will, 
            and I ask God 
               to help me”
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Gifts & 
Memorial Fund

The church gift/memorial fund 
is established for the purpose 
of receiving and holding money 
given to the church in memory or 
honor of someone or to honor a 
special occasion.

GIFTS CAN BE GIVEN IN 
MEMORY, IN HONOR, 

AND WITH THANKS TO GOD 
FOR BLESSINGS RECEIVED.

Men’s Breakfast
Please join our Men’s Fellowship as they meet for break-
fast at the Mauri’s Family Restaurant on Hawley Street.
(please note the location change!) on the 2nd & 4th Tues-
day of each month at 9am.

Celebration 
of Life for 
Lucille Hersted

Saturday April 22 at 10 AM

We will be remembering Lucille 
Hersted and her 70 plus years of 
devotion to St Andrew Lutheran 
Church. 

Please join us in this Celebration 
of Life service, surrounded by her 
loving family and her wonderful 
friends. This will be held on Sat 
4/22/23 at 10 AM at St Andrew 
Lutheran Church.

April 2 -- 
    Sunday of the Passion / 
    Palm Sunday
	 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
	 Psalm 31:9-16 
	 Philippians 2:5-11 
	 Matthew 26:14--27:66 
April 9 -- 
    Resurrection of 
    Our Lord: Easter Day
	 Acts 10:34-43
	 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
	 Colossians 3:1-4 
	 Matthew 28:1-10 
April 16 -- 
    2nd Sunday of Easter
	 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
	 Psalm 16 
	 1 Peter 1:3-9 
	 John 20:19-31 
April 23 -- 
    3rd Sunday of Easter
	 Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
	 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
	 1 Peter 1:17-23 
	 Luke 24:13-35 
April 30 --  
    4th Sunday of Easter
	 Acts 2:42-47
	 Psalm 23
	 1 Peter 2:19-25
	 John 10:1-10



St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Mundelein Illinois  60060 www.standrewmundelein.com

TREASURER’S 
REPORT	
February 2023
Total Expense:................................$26,613.06
Total Income:.................................$22,006.64
Net:..................................................($4,606.64)

DonnHamm, Treasurer

(CIA) 
	 Caring 
	 in Action

If you are homebound, or know of anyone 
who is, or would just like a visit for companion-
ship or perhaps to play a game of scrabble or cards 
..... 

contact your Caring In Action Team – 

We are available to visit, pray, chat, read 
scriptures, offer communion or help with your 
needs of picking up some groceries or medications 
and other errands.  We could arrange some help 
with rides to Dr. appointments or perhaps Church. 
Call Anita to get in touch with our team: Pastor 
Jenna,  Myrna Wells, Carol Clouser, Tana Hamm, 
Paulette Metts, Ellen Van Zeeland and 
Carol Clark. We extend an 
invitation to others who 
can find time to also add 
their name to this impor-
tant mission of serving 
others. Please contact 
Anita in the church of-
fice at 847-566-8081. 
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St. Andrew 
Children’s Message
Bill List providing an enthusisatic message

Sanctuary Busy Bags: 
Thank you Debbie J and Lisa G for putting together 
the quiet busy bags for our younger churchgoers. The 
bags are in the back of the sanctuary on top of the 
bible bookshelf. We ask that you put them back there 
after worship.

Nursery Support: 
Please help us to keep the nursery tidied! Right now 
there is no one responsible for picking things up each 
week, and we’d appreciate your help in keeping that 
space tidied and cleaned up.

Quarterly Devotionals: 
Did you know that St. Andrews offers 
two different quarterly devotionals 
throughout the year? We have large 
print and regular sized copies of 
“Christ In Our Home” and “Word 
in Season” available at the church. 
There’s still the month of March left 
in these copies--pick one up 
next time you’re here! You’ll 
find them on the Welcome 
Table in the Narthex. 
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PRAYER VENTURES 
March 2023

1	 Arab American Heritage Month  Remember 
in prayer the diverse gifts, stories and cul-
tures of our Arab and Middle Eastern siblings 
in Christ, who remind us of the church’s rich 
history and tradition. Ask God to bless the 
advocacy, witness, leadership development 
and ministry support provided by ELCA 
Arab and Middle Eastern Ministries and the 
Association of Lutherans of Arab and Middle 
Eastern Heritage.

2	 Palm Sunday  Pray for strength to follow 
Christ and the will of God, especially when 
fear of criticism or standing out discourages 
us from proclaiming and demonstrating our 
faith. 

3	 Give thanks for the chance to study, pray, re-
flect and give during ELCA World Hunger’s 
40 Days of Giving, joining partners, compan-
ions, friends and neighbors around the world 
in doing God’s work.

4	 “How precious is your steadfast love, O 
God! All people may take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings” (Psalm 36:7). Give 
thanks and praise for God’s love and grace, 
which envelop all people and are never de-
terred by borders, divisions or regulations of 
our making.

5	 Remember in prayer people who live in 
despair and yearn for hope, especially those 
recovering from natural disasters, incarcer-
ated in prisons and jails, displaced by war 
and economic crises, or suffering poverty, 
hunger, unemployment or lack of shelter.

6	 Maundy Thursday  When we gather for com-
munion with our siblings in Christ, we re-
member when Jesus gathered with disciples, 
friends and strangers around a meal. Give 
thanks for the bread and wine that remind us 
of God’s abundant mercy and the sacrificial 
love of Jesus Christ, providing us the nour-
ishment to live our baptismal call, walk in 
God’s ways, serve our neighbor and share the 

gospel. 

7	 Good Friday  Ask the Spirit to renew and 
strengthen our faith as we recall the suffering, 
death and resurrection of Jesus for the sake of 
the world. Pray that our hope will be stirred 
and our lives energized by God’s grace, given 
despite our complexity, weakness and suffering.

8	 Holy Saturday  Give thanks that darkness and 
death no longer hold us captive — God’s prom-
ise of forgiveness, freedom and new life has 
been fulfilled for us in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.

9	 Easter Sunday  “Do not be afraid; I know that 
you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He 
is not here; for he has been raised” (Matthew 
28:5-6). Praise God! Give thanks that our lives, 
purpose and hope are forever changed in the 
risen Christ, God’s tangible expression of love 
and mercy for humankind.

10	Give thanks for musicians, choirs, cantors, 
music directors, orchestras and bands that give 
witness to our faith, draw us into worship and 
reflection, and help us express our joy and praise 
to God.

11	Remember in prayer ELCA missionaries and 
Young Adults in Global Mission serving along-
side our companions in Germany, Austria, 
Belgium and the United Kingdom.

12	Give thanks for God’s steadfast love and kind-
ness, which are so often obscured by our daily 
activities, concerns and distractions.

13	Pray for students in our seminaries who, re-
sponding to the Spirit’s call, explore opportuni-
ties for ministry and service wherever God is at 
work in the world. 

14	Pray for the Peace Not Walls campaign as we 
work for justice, peace, human rights, reconcili-
ation and healing in Palestine and Israel. Ask 
that our efforts might yield results as we accom-
pany the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan 
and the Holy Land and all Jews, Christians and 
Muslims working together for peace with jus-
tice.



St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Mundelein Illinois  60060 www.standrewmundelein.com

Page 7

15	Give thanks for teachers in our public schools and 
pray that God will sustain and renew their energy 
and commitment as they manage the challenges of 
their vocation. Ask the Spirit to grant them com-
passion, wisdom and skill to attend to the needs of 
students and parents, and promise to generously 
support their service.  

16	The story of Thomas, who was skeptical when 
Jesus first appeared to the disciples after his resur-
rection, is not unlike our own when we feel doubt 
and yearn for proof of God’s presence and love. 
Ask God to forgive our uncertainty, and pray that 
our faith, like Thomas’, will be renewed, so that 
we, too, might proclaim of Jesus, “My Lord and 
my God!” (John 20:28).

17	Pray for our presiding bishop, Elizabeth A. Eaton, 
that the Spirit will sustain her faith and wisdom 
and continue to equip her for guiding our church 
through the challenges of doing God’s work in an 
ever-changing world.

18	Ask God to help us serve our neighbors in need, 
share the gospel, endure all hardships in this world 
and find comfort in the assurance of “an inheri-
tance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfad-
ing, kept in heaven” (1 Peter 1:4). 

19	Remember in prayer ELCA missionaries and 
Young Adults in Global Mission serving alongside 
our companions in Mexico, Bolivia, Colombia, 
Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica and Brazil.

20	Pray for God’s counsel in how to be a positive, 
compassionate and healing influence in society 
and the world, following the path of life, light and 
truth.

21	Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 
gathering for the assemblies of the Western Iowa 
and Southwestern Texas synods, that the Spirit 
will strengthen, guide and inspire them as they re-
flect on the mission of the church, choose leaders 
and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel 
and serve our neighbors in need.

22	Earth Day  Praise God for the diverse and abun-
dant natural resources that sustain life, the inter-
connection of all that exists, and the wonders of 
creation that inspire and humble us. Pray that we 

will wisely steward what God has entrusted to our 
care and work diligently to restore what we have 
damaged and depleted — for the well-being of 
humanity and the honor of our Creator.

23	Pray that we might take advantage of opportuni-
ties to talk with one another about our faith, our 
questions, our thoughts and the challenges of fol-
lowing Christ.

24	Pray for farmers, ranchers and agricultural work-
ers who, each spring, prepare, plant and tend 
fields, orchards and herds so that they will produce 
bountiful harvests and feed the world.

25	Rejoice in the good news that God has reclaimed 
us with the blood of Christ — Savior, Messiah and 
Teacher, the light of the world and the bread of life 
that sustains our spirit. 

26	Remember in prayer musicians and worship lead-
ers gathering online for the Music that Makes 
Community webinar “Composing Ourselves: A 
Laboratory for Creating Congregational Songs.” 
Pray that the Spirit will inspire and nurture their 
skills for writing new worship songs drawn from 
diverse cultures and traditions.

27	Thank God for listening and responding to our 
prayers, both spoken and silent. 

28	Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 
gathering for the assemblies of the Minneapolis 
Area, Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana and 
Alaska synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, 
guide and inspire them as they reflect on the mis-
sion of the church, choose leaders and encourage 
one another to proclaim the gospel and serve our 
neighbors in need.

29	Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 
gathering for the assemblies of the Northwest 
Intermountain Synod, the Northeastern Minnesota 
Synod and the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire 
them as they reflect on the mission of the church, 
choose leaders and encourage one another to pro-
claim the gospel and serve our neighbors in need.

30	Pray that our faith might grow and mature as the 
Spirit guides and encourages us through worship, 
service, Bible study, involvement in a faith com-
munity, and the witness of our global companions.
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Women’s Fellowship
Always Caring and Sharing

Barbara 
Binversie

All members and friends are invited to donate to-
ward flowers in celebration of Easter.

It is always so refreshing to see the church come 
alive with blooms after the stark days of Lent, Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday. 

This year, rather than limiting the flowers to lil-
ies, a variety of flowers will be included.  Donations 
will not be for a specific plant, but rather to beautify 
the Narthex and Sanctuary for more than one week! 
Donors names will still  be listed in the Easter bulletin 
along with the name of those that are being honored 
or remembered.  What a wonderful way to honor and 
remember loved ones! The suggested donation is $20. 

Please complete the form to the right. Together, with 
your cash or check, it can be placed on an offering 
plate or mailed to the church office.  We cannot guar-
antee that forms received after April 1st will be listed in 
the Easter bulletin.

Flowers for Easter
I wish to donate 
In Honor of  _________________________________

___________________________________________

In Memory of  _______________________________

___________________________________________

In Thanksgiving for ___________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Your Name: _________________________________

Envelope # __________________________________

Women’s Fellowship 
Last Three Upcoming Events

Thursday, April, 13 6 PM - Movie/Pizza Night
After our Easter celebration, come watch an inspira-
tional movie about life and learning more about our-
selves.  We will have a few movies to choose from that 
will motivate us.  We will enjoy Bill’s pizza and snacks 
ahead of time.  Please let Barb Binversie (barbarabi-
nversie@gmail.com or 847-566-808) know if you are 
planning to join us by Monday, April 10. There is a 
$10.00 cost for the pizza. 

Thursday, May 11, 7PM - Guest Speaker - Tobias, 
Comfort Dog!  We will be meeting the charming 
golden retriever, Tobias, who is in the K-9 Comfort 
Dog Ministry.  He interacts with people at churches, 

schools, nursing homes, hospitals, events and in 
disaster response situations.  Tobias is a friend, who 
brings a calming influence and allows people to open 
their hearts and receive help for what is affecting them. 
Please come join us and feel free to invite friends, 
family and neighbors to join in this special program.  
Snacks will be provided. We will be meeting at church. 

Thursday, June 8, 6 PM - Dinner Meeting
We will be meeting at Taco/Burrito Express for their 
outside patio dinner.  This will be a wonderful time for 
fellowship and sharing memories over the years of our 
Women’s Fellowship.  Please let Barb 
Binversie (barbarabinversie@gmail.
com or 847-566-8708) know by Mon-
day, June 5 if you are planning to at-
tend so she can make the appropriate 
reservations. We will not be meeting 
in the summer.
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Altar Guild       
Consider making it a family commitment

The Altar Guild prepares the altar for Sunday’s service 
and communion.  Traditionally, this was Saturday 
morning but it can work on different schedules.  The 
assignment schedule is prepared a year in advance and 
can involve only one month.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for moms/dads and 
an older child to serve in this important ministry! By 
preparing communion for Sunday, the commitment 
to a vital church activity can be rewarding.  Complete 
“how -to” information is available. Please contact 
Tana Hamm (tanahamm@comcast.net)  or Anita if 
you would like to consider this as a family commit-
ment. 

Pictures 
are Worth 
a 1000 Words

We are in need of more pictures 
of the church, and of programs at the 
church. Please email your pictures to 
Donn Hamm,   -  dehamm@comcast.net.

   Editor’s Notes
Information to share, 

thank-yous, articles, notes, stories or pictures, 
(many photographers needed!) 

please continue to email them to:

dehamm@comcast.net. 
Please put ENCOUNTER 

in the subject header.

Next Due Date will Be -  
Monday,  April 17th

QUILTERS 
CROSSING
On March 19, we cel-
ebrated 75 years of 
quilting by participating 
in National Quilting Day. 
Your St. Andrew quilters 
will continue their min-
istry to support Lutheran 
World Relief by making 
quilts and putting to-
gether Baby Care Kits to 
be sent to our neighbors 
around the world struggling with chronic poverty, ill-
ness, natural disaster and conflict.  Thank the Lord that 
we are so fortunate to be able to do this. 

Our goal, after we sent off our quilts last May, was 
to finish 400 quilts this year.  We now have over 350 
finished already.  We WILL reach our goal!  We have 
a steady group that meets each week and recently had 
a couple new folks join us.  We will always welcome 
more hands and hearts!  You can sew at home or join 
us each Thursday morning from 9-12 (come when you 
can and leave when you must).  

Please watch for further information and announce-
ments on what is needed by our group.  Your support 
and prayers are needed and appreciated.  Spring is 
coming and many items that are needed can be found 
at garage and yard sales including blankets, sheets and 
men’s large or larger t-shirts.  These things can be any 
color they just need to be clean and in good condition.  
The t-shirts are used to make baby diapers. 

For more information, please contact Judy Parriott 
(847)986-4465.

Lyn H. for the Quilters
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		 	“Sharing Christ”
			   - In Faithful Worship
		  - Faithful Giving
	 - Ministry Participation
- Daily Living

Dated Material
Do Not Delay

www.standrewmundelein.com
 Telephone No.: 847-566-8081

St. Andrew Lutheran Church (ELCA)
10 South Lake Street

Mundelein, IL   60060

 Telephone No.: 847-566-8081

St. Andrew Lutheran Church
   10 South Lake Street
   Mundelein, IL   60060

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

All are Welcome...
  The Sunday Morning 

     Worship Schedule is:

Traditional Service:
8:30 a.m.

Contemporary Service:
10:45 a.m.

Sunday Service can be viewed at
www.standrewmundelein.com

Our mission as a congregation is to Share Christ. More 
specifically, it is to help people come to know Christ, to 
grow in their relationship with Christ and his Church, 
and to be equipped to serve and witness in Christ’s name. 
We would love to have you join us in this mission.


